Jack (John) Ott  

1928-2006

I’m writing this letter as the wife of our beloved Jack (John) Ott.  He was born in Minneapolis on October 29, 1928 and was 77 years old when he died from a heart attack. We were in Naples, Florida, which is our winter home where we’re called “Snowbirds”.

 “Jack lived his life for people”  “Jack was all about people.”  He had a unique ability to make everyone feel special and we were unique and special to him.  He found the good in people.  His ability to make you feel special would give you strength and self-confidence to achieve more and become a better person. Jack would encourage you, would support you, and believe in you.  With that belief, he found great delight in being a teacher, a coach and later an administrator and principal in the Minneapolis Public Schools for 33 years.

He proudly served his country in the United States Marine Corps in WWII.  He had 5 children, 4 stepchildren and 19 grandchildren.

We’ve been Gull Lake homeowners since 1982.  Jack loved to boat, fish, play tennis and putter around with little “projects” – His “Honey Do” lists!!!!

I was a nurse in the Minneapolis Public Schools and worked my whole career mainly with students with disabilities plus regular Ed-students (many of them didn’t know they had disabilities too).  When “Fishing Has No Boundaries” first appeared in the Brainerd Dispatch a few years ago, I immediately felt a call to see if I could help.  As true of Jack’s character, he came willingly to join in by helping in any way he could.

We all miss him so much but plan to start a new chapter in our lives and to practice his way of life which you’ll find rewarding for that “other person” and for you.

Keep smiling, as he would have wanted for all of us.

Judith Ott

