Peter Kmit

Peter Kmit was born on August 7th, 1931 and passed away on November 6th, 2009, just 2 days before his 51st wedding anniversary. He is survived by his loving wife and best friend lrene, his children, Taras,

Paul and wife Kathi, Larysa and husband Justin, and his grandchildren, Michael, Tyler, Elyzabeth, William

and Andrew. He also leaves behind 2 brothers, nieces, nephews and a host of other friends that all miss

him dearly.

Peter immigrated from Ukraine with his brothers and mother in 1.950. He was determined to create a

good life for himself and enrolled at Dunwoody Institute. He learned the electrical trade and went on to

work in many areas of lighting. His dream was to have his own store some day and that dream did come

true when he open Galaxy Lighting Concepts in New Brighton, Minnesota.

He was very involved in his Ukrainian Community and was a founding member of the Ukrainian Credit

Union, St. Constantine Ukrainian Catholic Church, and the Ukrainian American Community Center all in

Minneapolis. Peter also took pride in his weekly card games at the Ukrainian Center. Every Friday night

he would meet with "the boys" and they would play cards for hours and share stories and laughs.

Family was also a very part of Pete's life. He always did whatever he could to help his family in any way.

His door was always open and so was his heart. He loved his grandchildren and was thrilled to have

gone on a fishing trip with his 2 oldest grandsons, Michael and Tyler in August 2009. Peter also enjoyed

quality time with his younger grandchildren Elyzabeth, William, and Andrew watching them 1 afternoon

a week.

Peter's MS wasn't noticeable to most who knew him. lt was in the dormant stage for many years . lt

wasn't until about 3 years ago when things started changing. He needed to use a cane to keep his

balance and he would become winded easily. 2009 was a tough year for him. He was in and out of the

doctor's office trying to get relief and comfort. His restless legs would keep him awake at night and he

just wasn't feeling well.  In October, he went to Urgent Care thinking he had developed an infection in

his lungs. The next day he was sent to his Neurologist and taken from there directly to the hospital.

Even when admitted to the ICU he was still smiling and still cracking jokes. He was a favorite patient of

the nurses. Everybody in the ICU knew Peter. They kept telling us he would be home in a couple of

days, that turned into 9 and we lost him.

Peter's visitation and funeral was attended by close to 300 people. This was just another sign of the

impact he made on people's lives. He genuinely cared for others and always gave people the benefit of

the doubt.

We know Peter is watching over all of us today and humbled that you have chosen him to honor this

year. He was well liked by all he knew him and his smile was contagious. He very much enjoyed his

yearly fishing get-away's  to Brainerd.

Thank You,

Larysa Karkoc

Pete's Daughter
